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REVIEWS PUBLIC HEALTH WORK IN CHINA

The Ministry of Public Heelth, Central People's government, has issued a
report on health activities in China during the past 6 months. The important
parts of the report are as follows.

The 6-month antiepidemic campaign achieved the following results: More
than 36,540,000 people received smallpox vaccinatioms. Some 13,550,000 were
inoculated against cholera, bubonic plague, typhoid, and diphtheria. Sixty-
three antiepidemic units, consisting of about 3,800 medical workers, were
formed in various epidemic and disaster areas to -carry out the destruction of
parasites, fleas, and rats; the purification of drinking water; and a cleanup

campaign.

The entismallpox drive was started during the spring. In Hopeh alone,
more than 8,150,000 people received vaccinations. In the Port Arthur-Dairen
area, 90 percent of the population was vaccinated, and as a result, not a
single case of smallpox has been reported from that area thus far. Because of
the timely vaccinations in Peiping, the number of smallpox patients and deaths
was reduced considerably, in comparison to 1949. During the first 6 months of
1949, there were 190 cases and 11 deaths from smallpox, while during the same
period of 1950, there were only 90 cases and four deaths.

The preventive work against bubonic plague achieved considerable results.
This year, in the Northeast and the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Regionm, 38 bu-
bonic plague patients recovered through treatment. Bubonic plague ‘epidemics
in Lei-chou Peninsula, Fukien, Wenchow in Chekiang, and Meng-hua in Yunnan,
were satisfactorily taken care of by preventive and treatment teams. Up to
the present, more than 4,550,000 people have received live-bacillus antiplague 1
inoculations, and some 140,000 bhave received dead-bacillus inoculations.

As for cholera and typhoid prevention, efforts were made, especially in !
Central and South, Southwest, and East China, to give irmediate treatment to
patients, and to speed up isolation and disinfecting work. Cholera~-typhoid
inoculations were given to some 8,700,000 people. Drinking water was purified
and surroundings disinfected to prevent the outbreak of cholera.
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As for prevention of diseases in disaster areas, the Ministry of Public
Health formed a 500-men Antiepidemic Command Unit, which was divided into four
battalions to work separately in the Yellow River basin, northern Anhwei, north-
ern Kiangsu, and Pingyuan. The battalions pursued antiepidemic and treatment
work and helped iuprove environmental sanitation, which resulted in minimizing
epidemics in the disaster areas. Some 800,000 river workers received health
treatuents which greatly aided production.

Prior to, and during the summer months, the Ministry of Public Health or-
ganized 170 medical personnel into mobile antiepidemic units. The units were
assigned to care for the health of water-conservation workers along the Ch'ao-
pai Ho; treat measles patients at Yang-kao Hsien in northern Shansi and vene-
real diseases patients among the Mongols in Suiyuan; and carry out bubonic
plague prevention work among the Mongols in Chahar. The measles epidemic af-
flicted 4,806 and killed 1,087 people in Yang-kao Hsien prior to the arrival of
a mobile unit in the area. 1In 35 days, the unit wiped out the epidemic with
only four persons dying from the disease.

In addition to the above diseases, suitable preventive work was carried
out against typhus, relapsing fever, schistosoma Jjaponicum, kala azar, and tu-
berculosis.

To get a complete picture of the epidemic situation in China, the Ministry
of Public Health has established a report system in which information about
epidemics is reported from various localities. The information is then col-
lated and published in the weekly I-ch'ing T'ung-pao (Epidemics Situation Bulle-
tin).

In February, the ministry called a lapd and maritime quarantine worker's
conference and decided on future programs.

Antiepidemic experiences during the past 6 months have clearly shown that
the spread of infectious diseases can be minimized if speedy and thorough pre-
ventive work is carried out in time. In the former years, the fatality rate
from infectious diseases in China was more than 50 percent.

Experience has shown that there is a need for more personnel who can give
preventive vaccinations and inoculations. Female cadres, primary school teach-
ers, and other cultural and educational workers can be easily taught to give
smallpox vaccinations.

Since heelth agencies have not been established throughout the country as
yet, the mobile health units seem to be the most effective in combating dis-
eases. However, in the future, each province or city will coordinate health
and sanitation work with a national agency and health organizations set up for
antiepidemic activities.

There is a need to set up or restore biological products laboratories in
each major administrative region under the National Biological Products Ap-
praisal Office to increase the production of bacterial and virus vaccines, anti- b
toxins, diagnostic antigens, toxins, and toxoids.

There is also a need to improve the existing methods of reporting epidemic
conditions to the Ministry of Public Health, and of carrying out inspections )

fumigation of land and maritime transport, and in giving curative and preven-
tive services to travelers.
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